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Last year we announced Courageously Living the Gospel, the vision for the Diocese of St. Petersburg as we move forward to 
proclaim the Good News and invite all people to encounter the love and mercy of Jesus Christ. Below is an update on Catholic 
Charities’ goal of developing 8-10 new locations of affordable housing. 

Affordable Housing. St. Teresa Apartments, a renovated motel located in Hernando County, opened in October 2019 providing 
homes to twelve low-income Veterans. St. Benedict in Citrus County is being re-designed in response to community needs. 
We are partnering with developers to be part of St. Patrick and St. James in Pasco County, and we are 
working on three Hillsborough County locations: one by Mercy House (our housing for HIV/AIDS positive 
mothers); Bella Vista, a 16-unit apartment; and St. Francis of Assisi Apartments will be built by its namesake 
parish in Seffner. Finally, Holy Name Apartments will be built in St. Petersburg, by Most Holy Name of Jesus 
Catholic Church. 

Overall, this past year Catholic Charities served nearly 13,000 clients and provided almost 240,000 
meals across its three Ministries of Mercy:  

Shelters of Hope. Pinellas Hope provided shelter, food and critical services to over 1,300 homeless men 
and women. We also housed 3,000 men, women, and children, including families with a disabled member, 
mothers who are HIV/AIDS positive, migrant farmworker families, elderly on a fixed-income and many more. 

Foundations of Life. The four pregnancy and adoption centers and the Knights Women Center served 
over 2,600 women, saving countless babies’ lives and completing adoption plans for thirteen babies with 
many more kept by the mothers.

Friends in Need. Catholic Charities assisted 550 people with long-term disaster assistance; over 2,500 
immigrants and refugees; 1,000 people without insurance with basic medical care and many, many more.

Thank you for supporting Catholic Charities. We ask you to prayerfully consider giving to Catholic 
Charities via one of our donation vehicles listed in this report.
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Catholic Charities was created in 1945 by Bishop Joseph P Hurley as the Tampa 
Office for Charity. It was operated under the auspices of the Diocese of 
St. Augustine as one of three regional offices, collectively known as Diocesan 
Catholic Charities, under the charter of the Catholic Charities Bureau, Inc. It was 
created to relieve the burden on Catholic parishes which were struggling to meet 
the needs of the poor in their communities at the end of World War II. The present 
Catholic Charities was created as a nonprofit corporation in June 1968 when the 
Diocese of St. Petersburg was established.

Our mission is driven by the Gospel mandate to serve those most in need by 
fulfilling Christ’s corporal works of mercy. Catholic Charities continues to provide the 
highest quality social services designed to preserve families and promote 
self-sufficiency and social justice while operating under three Ministries of Mercy:  
Foundations of Life, Friends in Need, and Shelters of Hope. 
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Thank you for your service!

Catholic Charities serves with charity and compassion to promote the sanctity and 
dignity of all people with God.  As a member of the Church, Catholic Charities offers 
hope by helping those in need and unites with others in service.

Catholic Charities makes a Commitment to Serve all people with Respect, 
Compassion and Cooperation in the spirit of a unifying God.
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without me being there.” Jamilah caught a bus for work at 5:00 am and wouldn’t return home until 10:30 pm! “We were in the 
women’s shelter at the end of April until we moved into our three-bedroom apartment July 1st.” Catholic Charities assisted through 
its ‘Rapid Rehousing’ program (helps low income families find affordable housing and pays move-in expenses).  Jamilah 
believes, “everything happens the way God wants it to. It is a blessing. I found a job closer ‘cause I don’t like being far 
from the kids.” Working retail, she is now an Assistant Store Manager. 

As for her boys, Jamilah says “William has always been a pillar of strength…and has self-esteem enough for a small country”, but 
“Niko had a little bit of a rough patch.” Both boys are doing well in school and play football. William is being recruited by major 
universities for an athletic scholarship and Nicholas is looking forward to getting a job to pay for college. Regarding aspirations 
for her family, Jamilah says “Eventually I’d like to get back into school--just having stability, a home for the boys--when they come 
back from college.” Jamilah says Catholic Charities “doesn’t make you feel like you are part of a program; more like a 
neighbor helping a neighbor. She’s thankful Catholic Charities helped “get us into a home and get us stable and back
functioning as a normal family.”

“We’ve lived in Florida since February 2019. 
I fled my home in Georgia due to a domestic 
violence situation.” Jamilah drove away with 
her two boys, 17-year old, William and 16-year 
old, Nicholas. “We ended up in Florida and 
were living in our car in the Wal-Mart parking 
lot.” “It was tough, to never be homeless and 
now you’re homeless with your kids.” After two 
months, “someone got me connected with a do-
mestic abuse shelter, and they gave us Catholic 
Charities’ number.”  

Pasco Women’s Shelter, an eight-month 
program for homeless women, took her in. 
“Catholic Charities helped me to work 
because the boys could stay at the shelter

OUR STORIES



                He inherited money and “I figured 
I only had two years left so I “did things I wanted to do.” David returned to school and started a business: “the money ran out and I 
was homeless again.” David moved to Savannah then Tampa in search of a better life. He lived in his car at rest stops and 
ultimately attempted suicide: “I was depressed. It was a beautiful day. I swallowed about 100 pills.” He woke up in a hospital. With 
$200 from a relative and $400 from selling his car, he bounced around again, checking in and out of hospitals as “I Baker Acted 
myself”, did ten months of rehab, and had a second heart surgery. “I had no idea what I was going to do. I was contemplating 
suicide.” Then he found Catholic Charities and Jeff Currie: “Catholic Charities was able to put a roof over my head for two or three 
months.” Jeff “was like this incredibly wonderful person.” David was approved for social security and received a ‘microenterprise’ 
business loan from Catholic Charities. David is now doing freelance work - Catholic Charities is a client - and is optimistic. 
“Catholic Charities has been a blessing in my life.” Explaining how he persevered, David says, “You just gotta keep 
going and not quit.”

David was a successful graphic design 
artist in his hometown of Charleston. David 
had been “a very angry teenager, drinking all 
the time.” But he eventually graduated with 
a Fine Arts degree but couldn’t find a job. He 
worked construction for six years. “I hated it 
and returned to drinking.” He re-enrolled in 
school to study commercial graphics but landed 
a job before graduating. While working there for 
10 years, he had his first heart surgery. “I was 
supposed to be rehabilitating for three months 
but was back at work in six weeks.” The firm 
folded within weeks of David’s return. 

This began an eight-year period of off and 
on work, bouts of homelessness and 
drinking.



have lived at Bethany, Megan said Catholic Charities provided significant assistance:“Catholic Charities helped at Christmas 
time getting the kids gifts” and providing “back to school clothes and gift cards so we could go school shopping.”  They 
“helped me get my education in cosmetology.” They also “provided transportation to doctor’s appointments” and helped 
“the kids get to camp during the summer so we could continue to work”.  

Charlie chimed in “Catholic Charities provided funds for me to acquire my Class D and Class G security license.” Megan says, 
Charlie will “begin looking for different work to save for their future, including a new home. Megan said the Frees’ case manager, 
“was the one that got me to go for a Habitat Home.” She asked me “what are you doing next?” “She’s really been a big help and 
she’s pushed me to do more and want more.” 

Asked what they will do when in their new home, Megan offered that Charlie – whose green thumb led their apartment to be called 
‘Busch Gardens’ - “can’t wait to plant trees and vegetables.” The kids were anxious to be in their new bedrooms and play with their 
new pets. Charlie summed it up best: “I like to take it one day at a time--as long as we’re happy, it’s all good.”  

“HOPE” is how Megan describes what 
Catholic Charities means to her. Charlie and 
Megan Free and their three children – Keaton 
(8), McKenna (5) and Fallon (12) – are 
residents of Bethany Family Apartments in Dade 
City. 

Megan says, “We were going through a hard 
time. The landlord upped the rent and we 
weren’t able to afford it.” Megan learned about 
Catholic Charities’ Bethany Family Apartments. 
The family was joyful when an apartment was 
immediately available! Charlie said the 
experience “was tough in the beginning, but it 
was all worth it.” During the four years the Frees



Begun in Spring 2016, the thirty-third and final Hope Cottage™ was opened this November. While we 
fell short of our fifty-cottage goal due to unforeseen costs, hundreds of residents have benefited from 
the improved living conditions the cottages offer. We thank everyone who contributed financially with 
special appreciation for the Legacy givers:

  ($120,000 and higher)
Anonymous (Estate)

Anonymous (Individual)
The Spurlino Foundation

Mark and Marianne Mahaffey
People of Pinellas County

  ($60,000-$119,999)
Bon Secours Health System

    ($30,000-$59,999)
Chris and Lauren Schellman

Carl and Toni Riché
Steve and Ellen Andon

Dr. Jerry Kluft, DDS
Msgr. Joseph McCahon

John Shettle and Abigail Smith
Denny and Cynthia Marcotte

Stephen Putnam
Mike and Sandra Maslowki

    ($10,000-$29,999)
Bob and Aylie Boitmann

Michael and Denise McCracken
John Genaro

Veterans United Foundation
Msgr. Joseph McCahon

St. Michael the Archangel Church
Senior Citizen Services

Dan Doyle, Jr.
Judith Richard

Knights of Columbus JFK
Memorial Council #5635

Additionally, we extend a special thanks to the St. Raphael Knights of Columbus Council #10157 
and their Chaplain, Fr. Kevin Mackin, OFM, whose vision and hard work were instrumental in making 
this project a reality.

 Contact Lou Ricardo 
 727-893-1314 x104 

 lricardo@ccdosp.org 

Text-to-Give
hopecottage to 41444

HOPE COTTAGE UPDATE

THANK YOU SUSTAINING PHASE
Please continue to support  the 

men and women of Pinellas 
Hope. The cottages, while 

virtually indestructible, require 
maintenance and occasional 
repair (ac units). Unlike tents, 
they incur electrical expense.

HOW TO HELP

Champion of Hope

Defender of Hope

Protector of Hope Guardian of Hope

Give Online at 
pinellashope.org/hope-cottages
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OUR IMPACT AT A GLANCE
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Served
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Patients Received 
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$15,437,763

TOTAL REVENUE

Contributions/Fundraising
$1,142,730 (7%)

In-Kind
$1,141,134 (7%)

DOSP
$1,000,000 (7%)

Catholic Charities 
Reserves

$505,819 (3%)

Rent Related 
Income

$4,812,750  
(31%)

Grants
$5,012,608  

(33%)

Other
$265,571  

(2%)
United Way

$330,476 (2%)

Program Service Fees
$1,226,675  (8%)

FINANCIAL INFORMATION



Accreditations

•  100% Financial Transparency Score 
    from Charity Navigator   

•  Over 86% of all funds directly benefit 
    our clients through our services and 
    programs

$15,437,763

TOTAL EXPENSES

   Program
$12,180,771
     (79%)

Fundraising 
& Administrative
$2,115,858
     (14%)

    In-Kind 
$1,141,134
     (7%)



$200,000+
Estate of H. James Eaton
  

$25,000 - $99,000
Michael and Sandra Maslowski
Anonymous

$10,000 - $24,999
Christopher Shellman and Lauren 
Gonzmart Schellman
Msgr. Joseph McCahon
Knights of Columbus Charities
Diocese Of St. Petersburg, Inc. 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul
Ken and Vicki Nelson
Rick and Joyce Baker & Family
Van Middlesworth and Company, P.A .    
Go to Steves Family Foundation     

$1,500 - $4,999      
Dr. Jerry Kluft
Knights of Columbus St. Mary          
  Council #11138                                      
Barry and Melissa Hamel                 
Mark and Michelle Wegner    
The Joe and Rose Herrmann Charitable
  Foundation
Beacon Cinemas Brooksville
The McCracken Family Fund         
                      

$1,500 - $4,999 (cont’d)
Knights of Columbus #13209 
  St. Francis of Assisi
William C. and JoAnn Draeger, Jr.
Louis Grilli
Davit Master Corporation
Jennifer C. Bala
Terry and Rose Pelphrey
Dr. Jorge Rodriguez, Jr.
Camp Gladiator
Elizabeth A. McCarthy
St. Paul (Tampa) Catholic Church
Oxford Industries, Inc. 
Dr. Antonio and Melissa Zumpano
Matthew Mooney
TECO Energy, Inc.
Robert Bennett
DiVito, Higham & Vasti, P.A.
Image Construction Corp. 
Gregory and Rebecca Bottom
Tom and Maureen Harrington
Angela Nye
Keith Rust
Robert and Stacia Kines
Ron and Teresa Thatcher 
Paul and Gail Whiting
Daniel and Patricia Ryan
Gregory Van Bemden

$100,000 - $199,999
Estate of Mary Ann Biancho

$5,000 - $9,999   
Estate of Nancy M. Holmes
The Donald J. Wrobel Trust
The King Estate
Laura and Trent Robinson                                   
Frank V. and Barbara Murphy, III
Dr. John and Marian Chase

THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS
$5,000 - $9,999 (cont’d)
Hank Wojcicki
Jeff and Sandy Joaquin
Marcotte Administrators, Inc.
Dr. John and Kali Gargaro
American Roofing & Sheet Metal, Inc.
Dr. Michael and Terri Flannery
St. Timothy Society of St. Vincent de Paul
Mahaffey Family Foundation
The Libertore Fund for Children, Inc.
Edward Corcoran
William and Gabrielle Erken
Barbara “Bunny” Harmon
Joanne T. Joyce
Gregory Murtaugh
Patricia C. Royer
Anonymous (4)  

$200,000+

$100,000 - $199,999

$25,000 - $99,000

$10,000 - $24,999

$5,000 - $9,999

$5,000 - $9,999 (cont’d)

$1,500 - $4,999

$1,500 - $4,999 (cont’d)  



$1,500 - $4,999 (cont’d)
Walter and Carole Repak
Brian and Irena Lukasik
Anthony and Kim Caruso
Deacon Irv and Sandra Lau
Larry J. Schinsky
FL Knights of Columbus Charities
Mario and June Vitrano
Reuben and Grace Persaud
William and Mona Wooten
CBIZ MHM, LLC
Allegany Franciscan Ministries
Eagle Pneumatic, Inc.
Johnson & Johnson
Meadow Wood Property Co. 
Council of Catholic Women -   
  Prince of Peace
SunTrust Bank
Warren Averett, LLC
Peter and Dea Bauer
Mark and Louise Donohue
Amy Rigby
Ron and Joyce Kordusky
Norman and Nancy Dusseault
Anonymous (13)

Non-Cash Gifts
Catholic Churches:
  Blessed Sacrament
  St. Jerome
  Espiritu Santo
  Our Lady of Lourdes
  St.Timothy (SVdP)
  Sacred Heart
  St. Catherine of Siena
  Light of Christ
  St. John Vianney
  St. Brendan
  St. Michael the Archangel
  St. Matthew
  St. Frances Xavier Cabrini
  St. Lawrence 
  St. Joseph                       
  St. Mary
  St. Stephen
  St. Joan of Arc
  Holy Cross
St. Anthonys Hospital
St. Pete Vineyard Church
Pasadena Community Church
First Presbyterian Men’s 
    Mission

The O’Hanlan Family
We Care Food Pantry
AMA Medical Group, LLC
The Harford Financial 
  Services Group, LLC
Plaza Beach Hotel
Melody Moreno
Rachel Truser
Tony Thurman 
Bags of Hope
Flycast Partners
Jim Conlin
John O’Brien
Marina Warner
Chris Raleigh
Joseph Martins
Kari S. Colravy
Tom Begley
Judy Panton
Fr. Thomas M. Dieter
Outdoors for Heroes
Jenn Hillberth
Niurvis Gonsalez
Lockheed Martin 
  Aeronautics
Seminole Design Shop

$1,500 - $4,999 (cont’d)
Rose and Ron Llauget
John and Mary Metz
Chrono Track Systems Corp.
Amer. Legion Aux. Cross Bayou #252
St. Michael the Archangel - CCW
Don and Gloria Browne
Gail Bukake
Drs. Jeff and and April Johnson
Dolores Lacino
Jim and Barbara Major
Marc and Carmen Peden
Kathleen M. Racine
Thomas Schiffgens
Knights of Columbus #11211 
  Ambassadors of St. Paul
Preventative Maintenance Service 
Robert Ashley and Teresa Miller
Dr. Laura Bajor
Frank Llamas
Charles and Dr. Judith Reese (J.C.   
  Audiology, Inc.)
Joann Palmeri
Sacred Heart Columbiettes 
  Auxiliary #16929 
Because of your generosity, thousands in need have had their lives improved as they are lifted up in dignity.  
We cannot list all of you, but we thank you all equally. *We strive for an error-free list.  If we made a mistake, omitted you entirely, 
or you don’t wish to be listed in the future, we aplogize. Please contact us to let us know.

$1,500 - $4,999 $1,500 - $4,999 Non-Cash Gifts



Albert Docobo, Founder and 
President/CEO of American Roofing & 
Sheet Metal, Inc., Tampa (arsmi.com) –
Albert’s dedication to the Church takes 
many forms and his generosity is well 
known throughout the Diocese. We at 
Catholic Charities are especially grateful for 
his numerous contributions to our clients. 
He generously volunteered the services of 
his firm to repair the roofs of several 
Catholic Charities properties, at times 
providing crews to address emergency 
repairs. He donated a roof replacement at 
the Catholic Charities’ Tampa office — 
saving the Agency tens of thousands of 
dollars and 
preventing 
disastrous 
water damage. 
He is a frequent 
sponsor of our 
fundraisers.
He and his 
family are 
members of 
St. Lawrence 
Catholic Church. 

community to secure Christmas gifts for 
the children. Miss Kim and her husband 
are the parents of one daughter and 
parishioners of St. Stephen Catholic 
Church.

Anonymous – Although they 
prefer anonymity, the actions of our next 
awardees speak so strongly of 
compassion and care that we had to 
speak up about their efforts. Supporters 
of Catholic Charities since 2006, the 
foundation started by these 
benefactors effected significant 
changes at two Catholic Charities 
programs during 2018 through 
donations totaling nearly $200,000.The 
first allowed Catholic Charities to 
purchase five Hope Cottages™, 
shipping containers repurposed to 
provide safe housing to homeless 
residents of Pinellas Hope; the second 
enabled our Free Medical Clinic to 
purchase dental equipment that will 
provide much-needed care to the east 
Hillsborough migrant farmworker 
community.

Kim Davis – A 10-year volunteer at the 
San Jose Mission apartments that 
provide affordable housing to migrant 
farmworker families, “Miss Kim” has 
organized numerous fall and spring 
activities for the people we serve, 
including the popular Summer Vacation 
Bible School and annual Christmas 
Party. Her enthusiasm is infectious. She 
draws people in the broader community 
together to bring delightful experiences to 
our San Jose kids. At Thanksgiving, she 
worked with her parish and Tampa Bay 
Lightning Community Hockey 
Development Team to 
arrange an 
exciting  
youth street 
hockey event.
This past 
Christmas, 
she averted a 
major crisis
by working 
with the 
Newsome 
High School 

ANGEL AWARDS

• Always login with AmazonSmile
to ensure we receive Amazon's donation. 

             • Bookmark your AmazonSmile page for easy access.



EXTRA WAYS TO GIVE

Sign up at ccdosp.harnessapp.com
         or Text CCDOSP to 43506

It’s Easy!
1
2
3

Credit & Debit Cards | Easy Set-up | Trusted & Secure
Providing Help. Creating Hope. Serving All.

Spend $6.39

Round to $7.00

Donate $0.61

(For Example)

Signing up is Easy!

Go to:
smile.amazon.com/ch/59-0875805

Sign in:
Use your Amazon email and password

Confirm your Charity:
Catholic Charities Diocese of St. Petersburg

1
2
3

• Always login with AmazonSmile
to ensure we receive Amazon's donation. 

             • Bookmark your AmazonSmile page for easy access.

 Cap your  monthly  gift at $10

 Amazon 

donates 

0.5% of your 

purchase to 

Catholic 

Charities 

clients

Donate    pare    hange to Improve Our Clients’ Lives.¢$



1213 16th Avenue N., St. Petersburg, FL  33705 • www.ccdosp.org • 727-893-1313

Follow Us @CCharitiesDOSP

THANK YOU TO OUR GRANTORS

Bon Secours Health Systems
Catholic Charities USA
Catholic Relief Services (CRS)
Children’s Board of Hillsborough County
Choose Life, Inc.
Citrus County
City of Clearwater
City of Largo
City of Pinellas Park
City of Seminole
City of St. Petersburg
City of Tampa
Catholic Legal Immigration Network (CLINIC)
Coalition for the Homeless of Pasco County
Community Foundation of Tampa Bay
Florida Association of Free and Charitable Clinics
Florida Housing Finance Corporation
Florida Pregnancy Care Network
Hillsborough County

Hillsborough County Housing Finance Authority
Mid Florida Homeless Coalition
Pasco County
Pinellas County Department of Health and Human Services
Pinellas Community Foundation
Senior Citizen Services, Inc.
St. Petersburg Housing Authority
Tampa Hillsborough Homeless Initiative
Tampa Bay Metropolitan YMCA
The Spurlino Foundation
United Way of Citrus County                        
United Way of Hernando County   
United Way of Pasco County
United Way Suncoast
U.S. Department of Agriculture
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs
Wells Fargo


